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	Safety Risk Assessment Form


	Reference:
	RBC Production Generic 011 – Use of ladders

	Date:
	14/07/18
	Assessor(s):
	Jonathan Hill
	Department/Area:
	Campus

	Activity
Describe the activity and the ways in which it could pose a risk
	Hazards
e.g. personal injury, electric shock, people or objects falling from height, crushing
	Persons at risk
	Risk                                    before control measures
	Controls
Describe controls used to reduce risk to a tolerable or preferably acceptable rating
	Residual Risk                                      after control measures
	Additional controls? e.g. monitor and review, suggestions for future activities
	Owner Person responsible for the controls

	
	
	
	Severity
	Likeli-hood
	SxL
	
	Severity
	Likeli-hood
	SxL
	
	

	 Use of ladders
	Ladder collapsing
	Operator, persons nearby
	4
	3
	12
	Carry out a visual inspection of the ladder before any use, checking for any damage or missing elements. Damage to, or parts missing must be reported to a member of the Technical Department immediately. 
Erect the ladder as per the manufacturers instructions, ensuring that any platforms, locking pins or bars and stabilisers are used and deployed correctly.

The ladder must only be erected on firm, flat ground.

The ladder should be footed when in use. In the case of Zarges Skymaster Industrial or Trade combination ladders, used in A-frame configuration, the footer must not stand on the stabiliser bar.

Never exceed the Safe Working Load (SWL) of the ladder. All ladders used in venues should conform to EN131 which mandates a SWL of 150kg.
Do not overreach whilst on the ladder. Move the ladder if necessary.

Maintain three points of contact with the ladder at all times when stationary.

Ladders must not be used by persons under the influence of alcohol or drugs, including some prescription drugs.
	2
	3
	6
	
	Operator, students, Technicians, other staff

	
	Objects falling
	Persons nearby
	4
	3
	12
	The operator must empty their pockets before ascending. Tools must be lanyarded back to a suitable fixing. 
Heavy items are not to be carried up the ladder, use a line and pulley to take the weight.

Any persons footing the ladder must wear a hard hat to EN397.
	1
	3
	3
	
	Operator, footer, students, Technicians, other staff

	
	Contact with overhead structures
	Operators
	3
	4
	12
	Before ascending the ladder, ensure that you are aware of any overhead obstructions, such as air handling ducts, scaffold clamps, overhead bars. If your ascent is near any overhead obstructions, the use of a hard hat to minimum EN397, equipped with a chin strap is recommended.
	3
	2
	6
	
	Operators

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Risk Scoring Key
	Severity
	Likelihood

	
	Fatality
	5
	Certain or imminent
	5

	
	Major injury, disabling illness, major damage
	4
	Very likely
	4

	
	Lost time injury, illness, damage
	3
	May happen
	3

	
	Minor injury, minor damage
	2
	Unlikely
	2

	
	Delay only
	1
	Very unlikely
	1


	Risk Rating Categories
	10 to 25
	Unacceptable
	Do not proceed; seek immediate guidance from the safety team

	
	6 to 9
	Tolerable
	Proceed with caution but seek to reduce risk further if possible

	
	1 to 5
	Acceptable
	Proceed


	Order of Control Measures
	Most effective
	Eliminate
	Ask yourself if the activity needs to be carried out
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	Substitute
	Ask yourself if the same effect can be achieved with something less risky

	
	
	Reduce
	Ask yourself if you can use less of something, or limit the time etc

	
	
	Isolate
	Make sure that the risk is contained to the smallest possible area

	
	
	Enclose
	Make sure that no-one can get to the hazard

	
	
	Other Engineering Controls
	Emergency stop buttons, automated controls etc

	
	
	Safe System of Work
	Carry out the work according to a specific step by step programme with training

	
	
	Training/Communication
	Safety team can advise

	
	
	PPE
	Use of ear defenders, hard hat, toetectors etc

	
	Least effective
	Discipline and Enforcement
	Telling people to be careful


	Assessment date: 14/07/18
	Assessor: Jonathan Hill

	Review date: 29/11/19
	Reviewer: Jonathan Hill

	Review History:

29/11/19 Added overhead clearance check
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